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Fletcher, Yoder & Van Someren 

A Professional Corporation 

Attorneys at Law 

7915 FM 1960 Wesr, Suite 330 
Houston, Texas 77070 

Post OfEce Box 692289 
Houston, Texas 77269-2289 

Telephone (281) 970-4545 
Facsimile (281) 970-4503 



Facsimile Transmission 



DATE: 


FILE: . 


April 30, 2003 


DODG:0044 


Serial No.: 09/938,793 


TO: 


COMPANY: 


Torres, Melanie 


U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 


FROM: 


EXTENSION: 


Ralph A. Graham 


(281) 970-4545 


FACSIMILE NUMBER: 


NUMBUR OF PACES TO FOLLOW: 


(703) 872-9327 


8 



URGENT, PLEASE DELIVER IMMEDIATELY 



NOTES/COMMENTS: 

Please find attached a RCE, Preliminary Amendment, and Petition for Extension of Time for 
the above-referenced patent application. 



Official 



FAX RECEIVED 

MAY 0 1 2003 

GROUP 3600 



CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE 
The documents accompanying this facsimile transmission contain information from tic lav firm of Fletcher, Yoder 
& Van Someren, P. C which is confidential or privileged The information is intended to he for the use of the individual or 
entity named on this transmission sheet. If you are not the intended recipient, be aware that any disclosure, copying 
distribution or use of the contents of this faxed information is prohibited If you have received this facsimile in error, please 
notify us by telephone immediately so that we can arrange fir the retrieval of the original documents at no cost to you. 
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PTO/Sa/30 (08-00) 

Approved for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0S51-«031 
Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OP COMMERCE 



Vnoci uiQ r^spsrwDTK nBUueuon mci ui 1 0*3, no parsons arc icifun c 


ri to np^nnnd tn 9 r;ollpcfion of inl 


lormatim unless it dt&otava a valid OMR control nuifibpr 


Request 
for 

Continued Examination (RCE) 
TRANSMITTAL 

Subsection {b) or 35 U.S.C. § 1.32. effective May 29, 2000, 
provides tor continued examination of an utility or plant application 
filod on or after June 8, 19B3. 

See The American Inventors rVotection Act of 1 999 {AIPA) 


Application Number 


0$/93BJ93 


Rling Date 


August 24, 2001 


First Named Inventor 


Donald L Nlslay at aL 


Group Art Number 


368$ 


Examiner Name 


Tones, Metante 


Attorney Docket 
(slumber 


01P&25/YOD (DODG:0044) 



This is a Request for Continued Examination (RCE) under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .1 14 of the above-identified application. 

mttP' 37 C.F.R, § 1,114 is otfccfiVo on May 23, 2000. tr the above-fdentlflaci application was fited prior to May 29. 2000, applicant rrwy wish to 
consider fifing 9 cwrfz/ipw* prp&txvtton AppKoiiM (CPA) unetar 37 C.frR § 1.53{<S) (PTCy$e/29) Mstesd of a RCE to bo Wfg/'fc/e for fAo jP?ton| form adjustment 
provision? of the AIPA. Soc Cban^a to AppGe&iion Examination and Provisional Application Practice Final Rute, C5 Fed, Rog, 50092 (Aug, 16, 2000); interim 



Submission required under 37 CF.R, § 1.114 



a. □ Previously submitted 

I □ Consider the arnendment(s)/reply under 37 C.F.R. § 1.1 16 previously filed on. 

(Any unentered amem*nwit(*> rtf*rr*d to abava will be entered), 
if □ Consider the arguments In the Appeal Brief or Reply Brief previously filed on _ 

ill □ Other 

tx IS Enclosed 

I □ Amendment/Reply 
ji □ Affidavit(s)/Declaration(s) 

iii □ Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) 

iv E3 Other Preliminary Amendment 

I Miscellaneous 



FAX REC EIVED 



MAY 0 1 200: 

GROUP 3600 



a □ Suspension of action on the above-identified application is requested under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .103(c) for 
a period of months. (Partoo of suspension anan not exceed 3 months; Fee under 37 C.F.R § 1.17(1) (roquirod) 

b. n Other 



3. 



Fee 

MUM 

a. The Director is hereby authorized to charge the fotlowing fees, or credit any overpayments, to 
Deposit Account No. numsT; nrrfar Un niPmgfi/VOD (B ftPfiiaoAl) 

I S RCEfee required under 37 C.F.R § 1.17(e) 

ii IS Extension of time fee (37 c f r§§ 1.136 and 1.17) 

iii □ Other 

b. Q Check In the amount of $ enclosed. 

c. D ..Payment bv credit c ard fForm PTO-2033 enclosed) 



Official 





"Name \(Bliit/vyp» -; 








[Signature . \ •' 












CBVTIRCATe OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION r> 


1 hereby certify that this correspondence la being deposited with the United States Postal Service wrth sufficient postage!! first class mail in an 
envelope addressed to : Commissioner For Patents, Box RCE, Washington. DC 20231, or facsimile transmitted to the U.S? Patent end Trademark 

ftff lr*» nrv r<- 


Nam a (Print/Typs) 


Carta Deblaw ^ ^ 






Signature 




J3ate 


April 30, 2003 § ^2 

^ — ' 



Burden Hour Ststement Thig form ta eatrmatBd to tnlca 0.2 hours to compete. Time will vary depending upon tne needs of the Individual ca9e. Any 
comments on tne emount of time you are required to complete this form shoutd be sent to the Chief Information Officer. Patent amf Trademark 
Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED forms TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant C commissioner tor 
Patents, Sox RCE, Washington, DC 20331. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: 

Donald L. Nisley, et al. 

Serial No.: 09/938,793 

Filed: August 24, 2001 



§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 
§ 



Group Art Unit: 3683 
Examiner: Torres, Melanie 



For: SEALING SYSTEM FOR BEARING § Atty Docket: DODG:0044/YOD 



ASSEMBLY 



§ 



01RE025 



Assistant Commissioner 

for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



CeRTlPlCATe OF TRANSMISSION OR MAILING 
37 C.F.R.U 

f hereby certify that this correspondence is being transmitted by facsimile 
to the United States Patent and Trademark Office in accordance with 37 
C.F.R. 1.6(d) or is being deposited with the U.S. Postal Service as First 
Class Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, D.C. 2023 l^pn the dafe below ^ 



April 30, 2003 




Date 



Carta Deblaw 



hi 



Dear Sir: 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Prior to calculation of the filing fees and to examination of the above-referenced 
application, please amend the application as follows: 



Please cancel clai 




without prejudice. 



Please amend claims 1, 2, 7, 13, and 22 as follows: 



1 . (Twice Amended) A bearing assembly, comprising : 
a bearing insert; 

a bearing housing adapted to house the bearing insert; 

a cover removably securable to the bearing housing; and 

a rotatable flinger secured to the cover, the rotatable flinger comprising: 
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